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PROJECT BACKGROUND

ò Development Area & Tax Increment Financing(TIF) District  
é June 2007 TIF district plan was approved by city 

commissioners.

é City of Bowling Green secured $251 million in Kentucky Tax 
Increment Financing, which allows future increases in tax 
revenues within the area to go toward bond payoff.

ò Redevelopment of approximately 100+ acres in downtown 
Bowling Green.
é Involves a mix use economic redevelopment comprising of 

residential, office, hotel, restaurants, public entertainment 
element. 

ò In cooperation with Warren County & Western Kentucky 
University.

ò Alliance Corporation, out of Glasgow, KY,  is the master 
developer.   
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MPO INVOLVEMENT

ò Concerns surfaced as to what impact new 

development would have on existing transportation 

infrastructure, traffic patterns, pedestrian activity, etc. 

ò Discretionary monies funded the study.

òMPO sought qualified 

consulting/engineering/planning firm. 

òMPO received 5 qualified proposals. 

ò Downtown Bowling Green Traffic Study Subcommittee 

awarded Gresham, Smith & Partners. 



SCOPE OF WORK

ò Parking inventory of all existing parking facilities (on-
street, public, & private) & any known planned parking 
facilities.

ò Bus/shuttle stops in area.

ò Existing traffic volumes ðpeak traffic counts.

ò Existing & proposed street info including street & sidewalk 
widths, number of lanes, signal locals, & on street parking 
locals.

ò Trip generations based on proposed new development.

ò Estimation of number of event patrons who will utilize 
local parking.

ò Determine of the adequacy of pedestrian & bicycle 
facilities in the study area.



STUDY AREA

ò Three blocks between 6th & 
8th Ave., State & Adams St.

ò 5,700 seat minor league 
baseball park (quad 8).

ò 1,600 seat performing arts 
center  - SKYPAC (quad 5).

ò 821 space parking garage 
with 750 spaces available to 
public (quad 6).
é 5 levels with condos and retail 

space.  

é Second parking structure 
located outside of study area 
with 400 spaces available to 
public (quad 4).                                                          



STUDY AREA

òWith ballpark seating 5,700 and SKYPAC projected 

to seat 1,600 people, there is the possibility that 

these events could bring 7,300 people to downtown.

ò It is anticipated the likelihood of a baseball game & 

SKYPAC having an event simultaneously is slim.

òHowever, the assumption of this study is that a 

worse case scenario would be if events were held on 

the same day.



PARKING CONDITIONS

ò Parking inventory was 
conducted by ACES in early 
08õ & was supplemented by 
GS&P staff in July 08õ

ò Map shows parking 
availability with close 
proximity, or walking 
distance, to stadium & 
SKYPAC.

é Approximately 1,700 

spaces

é Shows current parking 
restrictions 

ò Estimated 3,362 

spaces available in 
downtown area.



PEDESTRIAN CONDITIONS

ò Sidewalks vary from 3-

12 feet.

ò Some areas still lack 

sidewalks.

ò Many intersections have 

new ADA accessible 

ramps.

ò Two noted facilities in 

area:

é Heritage Trail & 

Greenways Bike Route.



TRANSIT CONDITIONS

ò Transit routes are 

currently present in 

study area.

ò Transit can serve as two 

major functions:

é Provide a means of 

transportation to stadium 

& SKYPAC other than 

private car.

éWill allow patrons to 

utilize remote parking or 

parking that isnõt within 

walking distance. 



EXISTING TRAFFIC

ò Traffic counts were 

conducted at 9 

locations within study 

area on July 8th, 9th, & 

10 th

ò Counts were done from 

4:00 to 7:00 PM.

ò Results were entered 

into a Synchro model. 

ò All intersections were 

determined to be 

performing very well.



PROJECTED TRAFFIC 

ò Event traffic was added 

to existing intersection 

traffic volumes & 

entered into existing 

Synchro model.

ò Delays & levels of service 

were calculated for major 

events.

ò With additional traffic, 

most intersections were 

determined to be 

performing well.



TRAFFIC CONTROL ISSUES 

òParking garage operations

òControl of overflow parking areas
éPublic parking areas

éAvailability of private parking

òReserved parking areas (team, staff)

òRestricted parking areas

òPick up/drop off opportunities

òHandicap parking

òShuttle drop off routes & areas for remote parkers

òPre-trip traveler info(media, websites, brochures)

òWayfinding



PARKING ALLOCATION

ò Vehicle occupancy 2.5 people per car (studies indicate 
2.5-3.0 vehicle occupancies can be expected 
depending on day of wee, time of day, ballpark 
location, & transit availability).

òWith the stadium generating 5,700 attendees & 
SKYPAC generating 1,600 attendees, a total of 7,300 
people would be at dual events.

ò A 2.5 occupancy rate demonstrates a need for 2,920  
spaces. A 1.0 occupancy rate for staff & team 
demonstrates a need for 225.

ò Downtown has approximately 3,362 parking spaces, 
257 more than needed for event attendance.



STUDY RESULTS

òStudy concludes that there is sufficient parking 

available for patrons should  SKYPAC & baseball 

park have simultaneous events.

òCurrent transportation infrastructure will support the 

increased traffic. 

òPedestrians conditions have shown to be safe and 

adequate. 

ò Transit operation is currently in place and has 

potential to expand & increase ridership.
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